
New name, same mission: to take
the Gospel into schools

We’re the same people
with the same mission …
but with a new name:
SCAt is now known as
Engage.

Choosing a new name
wasn’t easy. SCAt
(School Christian Action
Team) had been estab-
lished for 20 years and
the name was a familiar
part of the vocabulary of
schools and churches.

Engage today is a differ-
ent organisation to SCAt,
which was founded two decades
ago. SCAt was launched to lead
primary school assemblies, but
the work has expanded over the
years to include secondary
schools and many other areas of
education and support.

Today we  with schools in
any practical way we can to help
children and young people

 with the Christian faith.

We needed a name that encapsu-
lated in one word what we do: to

 with schools and children.

The new name  indicates
what we do! It may take a while to
become settled in and to get used
to … we hope you like it.

We hope still to be helping children
and young people engage with the
Gospel after another 20 years!

Pen to paper…

Over to you
Do you have a story of how  is working in schools? If you volunteer for

, do you have something to share about your work? Perhaps you work
in a school. We’d love to hear your news so it can be considered for the next
issue of . Please send it to the editor, Royer Slater, c/o the
email address below.

In the period leading up to our anniversary, there was some
anxiety about how people would accept our change of name.
   But over many conversations – who we are and what we
do, and the many activities and events we were part of – one
word was often repeated: 'engage'.
   SCAt had a reputation: it was of engagement, so it seemed
that the right choice had been made.
   Our invitation to join SCAt was an invitation to join the team.
Our invitation to join Engage is an invitation to partner with us
in mission.

This academic year has been fantastic: our anniversary
celebration and name change highlighted what the Engage
team has been doing in the secondary schools and college. I
believe Engage explains and reminds us what we do.
   I recently wrote an assignment about my work in schools
and college. ‘Engaging with people’ came out again and
again. Today's culture and society knows little about Christian
faith; in SCAt we had to adapt how we shared our faith, so we
could engage with people to enable them to encounter God –
possibly for the first time.
   Just being with people is a major part of what we do. Then
we enable them to see how we live with God. We enable
them to engage with us to encounter God through us. Then
they can encounter God for themselves.
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A 20th anniversary service for SCAt
(School Christian Action Team)
marked the end of SCAt and the
beginning of Engage.

The service at St Andrew’s Church,
Goldsworth Park, brought together
150 friends, volunteers, trustees and
professional schools workers, past
and present. Distinguished guests
included the Mayor of Woking, Cllr
Ann Roberts.

During the service it was announced
the SCAt name was no more; we
were called Engage, with immediate
effect.

Carolyn Dickins, one of our trustees,
explained, “The old name has served
us well, but the nature of our work
has changed over 20 years. The new
name reflects that we engage with
schools to help children engage with
Christianity.”

Among guest speakers at the
celebration service was Tim Hastie-

Smith, National Director of Scripture
Union. He paid tribute to our success
in taking the Gospel into local
schools, saying, “It’s going where they
are – not waiting for them to come to
us.

“The need for schools ministry has
never been greater. Schools are

desperate for help in delivering
Religious Education and the Personal,
Social, Health and Economic
curriculum. Teachers feel ill-equipped.

“But it’s going into schools
sensitively,” he cautioned.

Derek Holbird, Guildford Diocesan
Director of Education, was another
guest speaker. He stressed, “Passing
on learning and wisdom to children is
very important, and that includes the
story of God and His dealings with us.
SCAt has a passion for telling the
story – and in many ways. I want to
thank you on behalf of the many
schools in Woking.”

The founding of the charity in 1994
was recalled by founding trustees
Peter Howitt and Michael Kirtley.
“Local Christians presented

Thanks for 20 years - and welcome to
our new name

assemblies in primary schools as
part of an outreach mission,” recalled
Peter.

“We were then asked to continue, so
local churches got together and
founded a charitable trust,” said
Peter. He estimated SCAt had
reached over 50,000 local children
over its 20 years. “We are now
reaching children of the children we
reached 20 years ago.”

New name - same base
SCAt’s base from the outset was an
office in St Andrew’s Church. This
remains our home now we are
known as Engage. (Our contact
details are on the back page.) We
will continue to encourage and
support a Christian presence in
primary and secondary schools in
and around Woking.


